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1 Cox. xii. 26, 27. 


And whetber one Member ſuffer, all the 
Members ſuffer with it : or one Mem- 
ber be bonoured all the Members rejoice 
with it. | 

Now ye are the Body of Chriſt: and 

Members in>particular. 

' HIS Figure, in which the Union of 
_ the Church with Chriſt, and with 
one another, is compared to that 
of Members joined in one Body, to the Head, 
1s frequently repeated in the Epiſtles; and 
carries great Inſtruction 1n 1t : The ſignifica- 
tion of it 1s ſo obvious, and che nature of 
this Union 1s ſo well perceived by us, thar 
there is no need of enlarging, in opening or 
applying the ſeveral Allufions that ariſe out 

of. this Allegory. 
It is no where more largely inſiſted on, 


and in a greater variety of Reficctions, than 


in this Chapter. The Diviſions in Corizth, 
their Fa&tions' and Schiſms, that appeared 
Wo A | In 
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in many” / Irregular Pris, in. he [7 P 
ral parts. of cheir not ig 
thoſe of the" Holy nfs \to.- 
Chriſtians pay. 4 moſt particular R Re 
was much Featfeg' by thoſe very. Dew 
weighty Words towards the' end of cnc 10 
mer Cor nb theſe things, T'ay, Ted Poul 
into the long Diſcourſe 1n this Chaprer,: "COnN- 
.cerning the Union in one, Body, to: which 
Chriſtians are called 3 and thar, carries him 
into a Rapture in the following Chapter up- 
on Charity, which is the Soul and Li c of that 
nion. 
It 1s much to be lamented, that Te. -latpe, 
if not- greater Cpntenrions among u . 
raged with mach Sharpneſs, and 'Pt6duc 
diſmal Effects, makes 1 bur. roo' reafogal 
-- to refle& on the Obligations thar ariſe trot 
the Union, to'which we ftand obliged, 'that 1s 
ſer forth inthis Chain of Figures, taken from 
the Union of a Hamane Body.' The Figure 
that our Saviour'made uſe of relating to this 
«4 76bu x. (PACTeT, is much of the fame Nature : That 
of a Root and Branches, the Root. bois in 
Trees, what the Head isin a Man : Onl 
Union is more vital, accompaniedwi ne 
ception and RefleRion. This does in the "ficlt 


place 


7” or F TT YY Fi "— *y 


eo him, 
of. racher a Co 
or to bold the Head Chrift, from which 


ay 1a 
eaten 


other Doves: 


plice reach. us, what i is: the Head or Ceneer . 
f this Union. It is Chriſt. © Every Union 
atho! | g Chriſtians, _ in which they are not 
joind 'to Chriſt as their # 

that which ſces up another Head in a real op- 
poſition, tho* in a pretended Subordination 
is a dividing: from-the crue Unity, 


hes body 


miniſtred, and is knit together. 
fore any Body of Chriſtians put themſelves 
under another Supremacy: and Infallibility, 
nd-by conſe 
d a blind Obcdicnce, if they in defiance to 
he moſt expreſs Rules in the Goſpel ſer up 
the "Worſhip of Images and of Saints, and 
warſhip God in a Ton 
People, contrary to a whole Chapter that fol- 
lows my. Text very near, if they have given 
and Helps: towards. the Salva- 
en's Souls,' than thoſe delivered in 
the Scriptures, and if they have very much 
eryated the moſt Eſſential Obligations to 
rue, to Contrition, andeven to the Love 
dd, then certainly we would ſeparate 

our ſclycs from our Head, and enter into 2. 


ead, much more 


Iracy againſt the Head. We 
by Joints and bands has nouriſh- + &. 1g 
If there- 


gence under an Implicite Faith 


ue unknown to. the 


- Con- 


Gallons WOE _ * 3 we. - not 
withdraw from any ſuch Body or Society. . 
_ . Tr is upon that: we found our 
from the Church of Rome, becauſe tho' the 
retained a true Baptiſm, and the Eſſentials of 
Chriftianity, yet ſhe had ſo corrupted it, and 
was fo ſet on maintaining all theſe Corrupt 
ons, that inſtead of-reforming any one when 
call'd: on to doit, ſhe eſtabliſhed chemall more | 
than before : So that henceforth The: canre- 
form nothing complained. of, unleſs. he: re+ 
TROnErs Toballibiley,. which is the Baſis ſhe 
ſerled on: And all the Treatment that 
- thoſe who diſcover'd theſe; Errors mer with, 
= Perſecution of 'all forts, and Butoipg cin 
concluſion. ' This: being the Caſe, as in cruth 
itis, what was left.to thoſe! who faw into theſe 
Errors, . into their firſt Bcginnings,) and into 
the falſe Colours that are tag on-them, but 
to come. out of that Babylon, and” to purge 
chemſclves, and ſet up! xg conform to 
the Rules of 'che Goſpel,':and fathe Apeito- 
.lical Pattern, both-inDoctrine, Worthip,. arid 
Government. This our Forcfathers cd ;ac 
the Reformation : In this they did not forfake 
the Unity of the Church,” but: did remimn.z0 
ic in Union with its Head.. This 1s I | 
rin- 


Pri ele gfe he Unonof Gheiftans, that they 
ougt CCo Jen, =, Gbmmunion with all who 
here co. Cheift a8their Head, and if any de- 
part from him orhis Doctrine, 'St. Peter's Ap- 
peal roche; Judgment eyen of Enemies, -Whi. 
ther is zt+meet to bearken:;to Men rather than to 
| God, vill beaur Apology inthe Opinion of all 
: Judges. . | 
at which: ſcreles this Pa docs likewiſe 
lay” Jown a Ground-work for the Unity of the 
Body, 2s Jong a$:1t maintains its Union with 
ie ZZ his. we-may lay for a Founda- 
ON; that the forſaking the Communion of a 
wrch, while the Union with Chriſt 1s main- 
aned, is a xending.his Body, and-is by conſe- 
querice a moſt heinous Sin. If one is unhap- 
 pily under the Apprehenſion of ſomewhat that 
is unlawful in the Communion of the Church 
where he lives, he ought to examine that in 
the beſt Method, -and with the beſt means he 
can: come at ; with duc Care and Attention, 
and with a Mind inclined to wiſh that he may 
ſce cauſero clear his Doubts, and tocontinue 
intholy Fellowſbip with all that areabour him, - 
eſpecially where there are Laws fixed, that are 
nor in the Power of private perſons co alter : 
if if after ſuch, FEPRUNrIcE 7 hes capable wy 
10g, 


7 bs, he — Trey in x his Four 


17 Job.x1; 
21. 23s 


he may chope thar God will accept ofthe Sin- 
ccrity. of his Heart, and'pardon:thcſo h&nin- 


affe&ted Miſtakes, or'that hewill'in-due time 


deliver him out of them. But if aMan!'isnot 
bound up by: the Apprehenſion of any thing : 
that is unlawful in an Eſtabliſhed Church, .cer- 
tainly he is under an Obligation of cohtinuing 
in that Communion, and of-'not ſeparating 
from it. _ 

This muſt . be the Meaſure __ Extent of- 
our maintaining the Union: of-i the: Body..:::If 
weare at all bound to it by che Lawsiof Ctiriſt, 
which were fixed and explained by the :Apo- 
ſtles : Otherwiſe it is. only a diſcretional-mat- 
rer, that we.may do or-not do as we 'pleafe. 
When it is conſider'd with what Earneftneſs 
Chriſt prayed to his Father,' that his Diſciples 
and-their Followers might be kept in one, and 
made perſeF in one, repeating 1t; often, -andin 
Expreſſions of great Weight and Authoricy 
when we add to this the Charge that the A 
poſtles give almoſt in every. Epiſtle, to the 
Churches, to maintain Union, - Love; and: a 
Fellowſhip in: Worſhip.z when we conſider 
what'a mean this Union:1is, to :advance the 
rome” cnds'of Religion, and CHUTE: = by 
whnc 
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which Chriſt will have' all Men know that we are 
his Diſeiples ; when we conſider the many fa- 
tal: if :;confequences of Diſunion and: Separa- 
tion, the Factions and Animoſlities that arc 
raiſed by it in Church and State, and the vio- 
lent Convulſions 1nco. which theſe have often 
thrown the World, and ourſelves in particu- 
lar, and the' very. 11] State ro which we are 
now reduced by them ; when, I fay, all theſe 
things are duly confiderd, it is to be hoped 
thac Men of truly tender Conſciences will exa- 
.mine this matrercarefully, and ſee how they can 
juſtifie. themſclves to their own Conſciences, 
to God, and to the World, for keeping up a 
Breach:chat 1s: Iceting in ſuch an Inundation 
of: Miferies upon us, and that upon Princi- 
ples that will not bear the Teſt; for certainly 
this.1s of the greateſt Importance ro them- 
ſelves as well as tothe whole Church. Thoſe 
who conſider this matter ſeriouſly, how gentle 
ſoever they may be withrelation to any ſevere 

Treatment towards ſuch Perſons, yet they can- 
' nothelp having ſad Apprehenſions of the thing, 
and a deep ſenſe of the Sin of ſuch cauſcelcfs 
Separation : For cauſcleſs it muſt be, if there 


1s nothing that is apprehended to be unlawful 


inthe Communion from which the Separation 
made. B 2 Bur 
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| Bur as we ſee from theſe Prin Iples cauſe 
both to juſtify our Separation from the'Church 
of Rome, and to lament and cenſure the Sepa- 
ration made from '\us, ſo another Inference 
that may be made from them, 1s, that we 
2 Tim. 2. ought in Meekneſs to inftruft thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves, to conquer them by the force of 
Reaſon, and by a Spirit of Love. It was the 
Character of 'our Saviour, . that he did not 
4216. 2, Oy n0r flrive, and that his Voice was not heard 
in the ſtreets. He 1s called the Lamb of God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt appeared over him in the , 
form of a Dove. Theſe are ſpeaking Emblems 
of Meckneſs and Gentleneſs, and fuch will all 
be that put on Chriſt, and are led by his Sp- 
rit. This has been the peculiar Character in 
which our Church has gloriedz and:by meh. 
her M6deration has been made known to all 
Men. She ſtudies to conquer not by the Spi- 
rit of the World, . nor with that Temper that 
1s too natural to the Men of the World. If 
any chooſe rather to depart from this, and 
; Jam. x4. ZO 1nto the Methods of bitter Envy (the Word 
the od. 1h the Original is Zeal) and Strife, they give 
the Lye to that which is the Voice of Chriſt 
and his Church : They may perhaps. g/ory 1n 
this their Zeal, butthey glory againſt the 7 rat : 
| - | SITY : re 
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'Thete'may be a Policy andWiſdom in ſuch Me- 
chods,” bur it 1s earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh ; 


for where' ſuch bitter zeal and ſtrife is, there will 
be confuſidnand every evil work : But theWiſdom 
that is from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated. Men that ler 
chemſelves looſe to Anger and Paſſion, and to 
the thoughts of. Severity and Revenge, ought 
co conſider, that the-wrath of Man does not work 
the righteouſneſs of God. It we are aCted by a r Jam 0. 
Spirit of Love, all bitterneſs, clamour, with all 
malice, will be put away ; and we will put on bow- 
els of.merties, kindneſs, and humbleneſs of mind, 
forbearing and forgiving one another, and above 
all put on Charity, which is the bond of perfefAineſs. , col. 1: 
While we-a&t in ſuch. a Spirir, as 1c has a 
co beauty and influence, that will 
have real cffe&s, ſo we may expect large mea: 
ſures of Affiſtances from above, as well as of 
Bleflings'upon our endeavours thus manag'd. 
'Theſe are all juſt and clear Inferences from 
the union of the Body to which we are called 
1nChrift Feſus. I go now to another Confide- 
ration that lies yet more abvious in my Texc, 
and is more fuitable to the prefent occaſion : 
As every Church oughr to ſtudy to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit iuthe bond of peace, ſo there 
MT Ci ought 


_ ought to be am 


:Orre ET = | 
mong all the Churches thatbecomes theMem:- 
bers of one Great'Bod)y,. under.one: Head, if 
any Church,..or part-of it ſutfets, all the rcft 
ought to expteſs ſuch ſympathy as may prove, 
that they are living, and not dead, -or _ 
tick Members of the Body. 

'The Suffcrings of others will touch us in 
the quick, if weare a&tcd; by a Spirit of Life 
and of Love: And the rather, if it is for the 
Truth, for the fame common Faith' thar-we 
do all profeſs. The Afﬀictions of others; of 
what nature (oever, or from what Hand (6- 
ever they came, will affe&t us, if we hayeaty 
meaſure of Humanity in us, but otich mots 

if we have a+ Spirit. of fove ſhed abroad #1 bur 
hearts. But certainly this will give 'us more 
ſenſible Perceptions, if the Cauſe is cominon 
ro us with them. We are all of o6ne'Houl- 
hold and"Family, and when the 'Houſe-1s at- 
tack'd in any part of it, we ought all ro'run 
co a common Defence, and to an'united Aſ- 
ſiſtance. Our Zeal upon fuch Occaſions will 
be more excited, if there. was no Troygeati- 
ons given by choſe who ſuffer on ſo good an 
Account, nor, fo much 's'co'furniſh * elvor 
for ſack Mt Ufage; fo that it is pure Malice 


and 
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uth chax.ſers the Perſe- | 
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no. danger, are.on. that, yery Account more in 
gcr, than if they were.moreon their guard, 


and more feclingly touch'd withthe Suf es 
| O 


ETSY = 4 WEEES ome * 6 I Ss = Ws. $I BO $5 BN a oy 
bs. Hoon} Shedoraayhoouigy: wa; Lo ul EIGM N 
| <6-63-hs 7; inp _ bac: of WOES 


ts + Sul p65-of-orhes, harar 

-aght. of ket gn or who 5 
: aich, by Focbrngy/av hour) 

s ro forkake o 


fr Pandora A 
u- GK arid 


= Þ er wrch-aboty Correhes thar bitfer, foother 


Churches axe called to Rejoyce with thoſe that 
are Honoured by God, and watched over by ma- 
ny-happy: Providences. A- Church that was 
Reformed by ſlow but ſure Steps, under the 
ProteQtion.of hwiut Authority, in the Confti- 
tution in which the firſt Churches were ſettled 
by the: Apoſties: A Church that hag been bleft 
with meny' Faithful Paftors, and great Lag, 
o -have both defended and explained the 
Truth of Religion, 'beyond any i that the 
Werkthasknown finer the Age of cles: A 
CP [orcorend nave A —— 
ta meaſtre now &, © uch an 
Andirrbed and happy Tranqui 


ppy j, Even in 
the midſt of devouring Warrs, that have made 
ſuck Havock- in fo many Parts of the World : 
A Church bleſt with ſo copious a Plenty, that 
ſhe has enough and to ſpare fee her'Sifter Chur- 
ches that Suffer: In a Word, AChurch happy 
in the Royal ProteQtion, in Loch av Exainple 
Gay a a efgood Works, and char fir up 
and orks, t firs up 
(gem hem end a Church happy i in 
quot Laws x ye coop gre Yew , and in all 
Temporat Bleſſing s3' ſuch-a Church as 
ny is (pciiy Pon! by (30d, and is now 
the 
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be geher in ETRns 
hs other hurches darejayre in 
een offer: Hee & bythe iRighes af 
oIgs) well as Defgndedand. 
| ber Le hex; hadow: - Godihaz; indeed loag 
ed -us with his Bleſſings; 3: :and;: diſtinguiſhed. Us - 
from, all. the;Churches now under Heavethaby 
many happy Vrivileges and-{peaiah X 
of;'bjs; Favour.; - Theſe ithings; a ugh, Hot :tA 
ive us.up-to aGonceit-of our;{elves and; 
ever ofothers, We muſt-nat be high,minded,But 
ar. :Weſee how the Judgments of God have 
a walking round all the Churches; pf 
them being: brought: under.great; Shakingy The 
ape mage ys cept, her Ry perls ; 
on;;;. while: we haye:;eſcap: only, afs; 
frighted 5.;and, perhaps, the les Glcadble, i 
| Davger, as well asof our Deliyeratice;: boca: 
we-were qnly aftrighted,. bug;;felt nothing. of 
that--yyhichihas fallen, ſo.zbeavily;i. 0nanany: 
r:; Chaches:; Some ;ſeem-now;, to be {wv 
ealy,that they.can hardly bear the being call/d- 
on to. think they are. any, LOS, and ſeem 
really to:hate,our Deliy $. 
diſparage the Memoryo 
Ungehir £ 
what they pleaſe, we muſk from'time. to time 
ſound 
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{tif Al to inake* People cotifider a 
little more than * they” eerf! to do,' what we 
orght'tolepke For; * und to felr, IF ever we Hil 
Ts -thie” "HahidS'of thoſe? our Croc Enmie es, 
ws cxreful from * time” to time't6 let ns 
ſee,what'Spirit they are of; and hbw true they 
ate tothe Corel band Extir pating Principles de- 
cieed't 1m their /Councilts';- and to' that! unheard 
of courfe of Perſecution, that: wee”. have ſet on 


mgs-'of the' "Reformation," that was on choſe 
Veuntaios-that"He:Hfonear this Cliurch;"that 
is the date Viftini' of their Fury. © The. Coitts 
_ 2X this end,'-wherever ;thes Influence'sf 
thnt:Gharch coutd {o fatiprevait. The Cobjts, 
Moi -lriquifitionihlave inverted Methods of 
th&dvre, that both for Injuſtice and Cruelty 
extteded* all the-/'Contrivances even of * the 
worſt of; former Ages; "And when they bring 
Pribees' entirely nts their managenient; tho" 
their own Ificlimations may be both Jui. and 
pci yet by their intoxicating Witchcraft, 


*maeke/them we arrie even in'Barbarity to. 


U-that Inquifitdrs have been able to'contrive. 
About-'4.0 Nepk = wo w__ had'felt- the 


Happiicls of ' 2 Vs Severity on * 


the actbimt:of Rel oy ar ly; that it was 
hoped that*- Mans einen ivas: to be "chang'd 
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os "Oe Phoþe THe Hot He fect Fai 0 
(ping Prefled,-which Toffen' do,. on ": 
A TDs inthe Perfecttors, and in the © " 


poor - 


poor r and farmer i Tek: ET 
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